A users guide to measurement in medicine.
Measurement is fundamental to science. In medicine measurement underpins most clinical decisions. Outcome measures for rheumatoid arthritis clinical trials (OMERACT) is an informal collaborative group of professionals dedicated to improving outcome measurement in the rheumatic disease. The methodologic hallmark of the OMERACT process is captured in the OMERACT filter--truth, discrimination, and feasibility. Using the key elements of the OMERACT filter a comprehensive checklist for evaluating reported measures is provided. The checklist guides the potential user through a series of questions. The checklist is also an important resource for researchers working in the field of measurement.